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he Ugly Truth” is, unfortunately, 
just that—UGLY. This comedy, 

starring Katherine Heigl and Gerard But-
ler, falls far short of any audience expecta

 Paul, who was Chinese, volunteered 
for the Army and went overseas. When 
he returned, things between the two 
were never the same and they parted 
ways. 
 Dorothy continued dancing solo at 
the famous “Forbidden City” nightclub 
in San Francisco for quite a few years. 
Paul Wing died in 1997, but Dorothy 
Takahashi, at 91, wearing a sparkling 
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“Almond Eyes” Good Idea But Hastily Constructed
black and silver evening gown, at-
tended the opening night of “Almond 
Eyes.” She continues to teach dance at 
her studio today.
 This play helps us to remember the 
unfair treatment Asian Americans en-
dured, not just immediately after Pearl 
Harbor but for many years. Photos of 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the in-
ternment camps are interspersed with 
those of large signs, saying “Japs Keep 
Moving. This is a White Man’s Neigh-
borhood.” 
 At one point in the play, Paul and 
Dorothy are turned away from a restau-
rant, at which Dorothy comments, “15 
curtain calls and we can’t even eat at a 
public restaurant.” Many Chinese citi-
zens wore buttons which proclaimed, 
“I am Chinese” to avoid persecution 
from whites. In another scene, Dorothy 
tells an enamored Adam, a would-be 
suitor, “You know it’s illegal for whites 
and Asians to marry.”
 There were several problems with 
this production. The music, despite be-
ing well performed by two pianos, a 
bass and a set of drums, was lackluster, 
unmemorable and didn’t help the nar-
rative of the story. 
 


